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*CALLING ALL DOCTORS* 
 

Join medical doctors from all over the world in calling for drug policy 
to be underpinned by the following four key principals  

 

 
1. Protect society and the individual from drug-related death and disease 
 
Drug policies that depend on the criminal justice system largely fail to protect society from drug 
related deaths and disease.  There are public health initiatives available that are known to be 
effective in dealing with overdoses, death and infections. Under current policies HIV/AIDS, 
hepatitis and TB are causing devastation globally. 
 

2. Public health instead of criminal justice 
 
People with drug problems are patients first; therefore health must become the cornerstone of all 
drug policies. Criminalization deters people from seeking medical help and has heavy 
repercussions on their futures, employment, education and travel. Young people are particularly 
affected. Racism pervades the sentencing of drug users. 
 

3. Improve access to essential medicines  
 
Despite methadone and buprenorphine being on the WHO essential medicines list only 82 
countries (out of nearly 200) offer special health services to people with drug problems. Increased 
access to medicines to treat HIV/AIDS, HCV and tuberculosis is badly needed.  Approximately 
80% of the world's population has very limited access to medication for the treatment of pain. 
 

4. Expand access to evidence based treatment  

The evidence base for Opioid Substitution Treatment is extensive but access to these medicines is 
still limited and there is an urgent need to integrate their use with antiretroviral therapy (ART) while 
reforming harmful policies that block access to treatment. 

 

Membership is free and open to medical doctors 
Complete the form on the reverse side or sign up at: www.idhdp.com 

 

http://www.idhdp.com/
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Personal Details: 

Title________ Last name__________________________________________________________________ 

First name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town______________________________________________________________________________ 

Country________________________________________________________________________________ 

First language___________________________________________________________________________ 

Other languages_________________________________________________________________________ 

Main specialty: 

Family Medicine/General Practice  

Surgery 

Obstetrics/Gynecology  

Pediatrics  

Psychiatry 

Public Health 

Addiction 

Pain/Palliative Care 

Other – please specify 

I am happy for the above information to be shared with other members of IDHDP 

Yes              No  
 

By joining IDHDP you will receive our comprehensive newsletter and other 
updates on policies from all over the world 

Follow IDHDP on Twitter and Facebook for current 
international news + events 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


