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Abstract

It appears to be a time of turbulence within the global drug policy landscape. The
historically dominant model of drug prohibition endures, yet a number of alternative
models of legalization, decriminalization and regulation are emerging across the world.
While critics have asserted that prohibition and the ensuing ‘war on drugs’ lack both an
evidence base and legitimacy, reformers are embracing these alternatives as indicators
of progressive change. This article, however, argues that such reforms adhere to the
same arbitrary notions, moral dogma and fallacious evidence base as their
predecessor. As such they represent the ‘metamorphosis of prohibition’, whereby the
structure of drug policy changes, yet the underpinning principles remain unchanged.
Consequentially, these reforms should not be considered ‘progressive’ as they risk
further consolidating the underlying inconsistencies and contradictions that have formed
the basis of drug prohibition.

References
ACMD (2008) Cannabis: Classification and Public Health. London: HMSO. Google Scholar

Aldridge J (2008) Decline but no fall? New millennium trends in young people’s use of illegal and
illicit drugs in Britain. Health Education 108(3): 189–206. Google Scholar

Aldridge J, Measham F, Williams L (2011) Illegal Leisure Revisited. London: Routledge. Google Sc
holar

Ayres TC, Jewkes Y (2012) The haunting spectacle of crystal meth: A media created mythology.
Crime Media Culture 8(3): 315–332. Google Scholar Abstract

Prohibition, privilege and the drug apartheid: The failure of drug policy
reform to address the underlying fallacies of drug prohibition

Stuart Taylor Julian Buchanan Tammy Ayres

https://www.altmetric.com/details.php?domain=journals.sagepub.com&citation_id=5972211
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1748895816633274
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&author=ACMD&title=Cannabis:+Classification+and+Public+Health
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&pages=189-206&issue=3&author=J+Aldridge&title=Decline+but+no+fall?+New+millennium+trends+in+young+people%E2%80%99s+use+of+illegal+and+illicit+drugs+in+Britain&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&issue=3&author=J+Aldridge&author=F+Measham&author=L+Williams&title=Illegal+Leisure+Revisited&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&pages=315-332&issue=3&author=TC+Ayres&author=Y+Jewkes&title=The+haunting+spectacle+of+crystal+meth:+A+media+created+mythology&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1741659012443234
http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Taylor%2C+Stuart
http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Buchanan%2C+Julian
http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Ayres%2C+Tammy
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1748895816633274?journalCode=crjb#
http://journals.sagepub.com/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1748895816633274?journalCode=crjb#
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1748895816633274?journalCode=crjb#


Bancroft A (2009) Drugs, Intoxication and Society. Cambridge: Polity Press. Google Scholar

Bassil R (2015) How will the new ban on laughing gas, poppers and legal highs affect this
summer’s festivals? Available at: http://noisey.vice.com/en_uk/blog/hey-uk-government-stop-ruinin
g-our-summertime-festivals-balloons-and-poppers-banned (accessed 1 July 2015). Google Schola
r

Baudrillard J (1983) Simulations. Trans. Foss Patton, Beitchman. New York: Semiotext(e). Google 
Scholar

Baudrillard J (1994) Simulacra and Simulation. Trans. Glaser SheilFaria, Arbor Ann. MI: University
of Michigan Press. Google Scholar

Bewley-Taylor D, Jelsma M (2012) Regime change: Re-visiting the 1961 Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs. International Journal of Drug Policy 23(1): 72–81. Google Scholar

Bloom D (2014) Young people who use high potency skunk cannabis daily have psychotic
episodes earlier. Daily Mail, 11 January. Available at: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2537
732/Young-people-use-skunk-type-cannabis-daily-psychotic-episodes-earlier.html (accessed 2
February 2016). Google Scholar

Boland P (2008) British drugs policy: Problematizing the distinction between legal and illegal drugs
and the definition of the ‘drugs problem’. Probation Journal 55(2): 171–187. Google Scholar Abstra
ct

Boreham R, Fuller E, Hills A, . (2006) The Arrestee Survey annual report: Oct 2003–Sept 2004.
Home Office Statistical Bulletin. London: Home Office. Google Scholar

Boyd S (2002) Media constructions of illegal drugs, users, and sellers: A closer look at Traffic.
International Journal of Drug Policy 13(5): 397–407. Google Scholar

Boys A, Marsden J, Strang J (2001) Understanding reasons for drug use amongst young people: A
functional perspective. Health Education Research: Theory and Practise 16(4): 457–469. Google 
Scholar

Buchanan J (2006) Understanding problematic drug use: A medical matter or a social issue. British
Journal of Community Justice 4(2): 387–397. Google Scholar

Buchanan J (2009) Understanding and misunderstanding problem drug use: Working together. In:
Carnwell R, Buchanan J (eds) Effective Practice in Health, Social Care and Criminal Justice: A
Partnership Approach. Maidenhead: Open University Press, 111–129. Google Scholar

Buchanan J (2010) Drug policy under New Labour, 1997–2010: Prolonging the war on drugs.
Probation Journal 57(3): 250–262. Google Scholar Abstract

Buchanan J (2015) Ending prohibition with a hangover. British Journal of Community Justice
13(1): 55–74. Google Scholar

Budd T, Collier P, Mhlanga B, . (2005) Levels of self-report offending and drug use among
offenders: Findings from the Criminality Surveys. Home Office Online Report 18/05. London:

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2009&issue=3&author=A+Bancroft&title=Drugs,+Intoxication+and+Society&
http://noisey.vice.com/en_uk/blog/hey-uk-government-stop-ruining-our-summertime-festivals-balloons-and-poppers-banned
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015&issue=3&author=R+Bassil&title=How+will+the+new+ban+on+laughing+gas,+poppers+and+legal+highs+affect+this+summer%E2%80%99s+festivals?&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1983&issue=3&author=J+Baudrillardauthor=Patton+Foss&author=+Beitchman&title=Simulations&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1994&issue=3&author=J+Baudrillardauthor=SheilFaria+Glaser&author=Ann+Arbor&title=Simulacra+and+Simulation&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&pages=72-81&issue=1&author=D+Bewley-Taylor&author=M+Jelsma&title=Regime+change:+Re-visiting+the+1961+Single+Convention+on+Narcotic+Drugs&
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2537732/Young-people-use-skunk-type-cannabis-daily-psychotic-episodes-earlier.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=72-81&issue=1&author=D+Bloom&title=Young+people+who+use+high+potency+skunk+cannabis+daily+have+psychotic+episodes+earlier&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&pages=171-187&issue=2&author=P+Boland&title=British+drugs+policy:+Problematizing+the+distinction+between+legal+and+illegal+drugs+and+the+definition+of+the+%E2%80%98drugs+problem%E2%80%99&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0264550508089120
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2006&issue=2&author=R+Boreham&author=E+Fuller&author=A+Hills&title=The+Arrestee+Survey+annual+report:+Oct+2003%E2%80%93Sept+2004&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2002&pages=397-407&issue=5&author=S+Boyd&title=Media+constructions+of+illegal+drugs,+users,+and+sellers:+A+closer+look+at&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2001&pages=457-469&issue=4&author=A+Boys&author=J+Marsden&author=J+Strang&title=Understanding+reasons+for+drug+use+amongst+young+people:+A+functional+perspective&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2006&pages=387-397&issue=2&author=J+Buchanan&title=Understanding+problematic+drug+use:+A+medical+matter+or+a+social+issue&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2009&pages=111-129&issue=2&author=J+Buchananauthor=R+Carnwell&author=J+Buchanan&title=Effective+Practice+in+Health,+Social+Care+and+Criminal+Justice:+A+Partnership+Approach&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&pages=250-262&issue=3&author=J+Buchanan&title=Drug+policy+under+New+Labour,+1997%E2%80%932010:+Prolonging+the+war+on+drugs&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0264550510373809
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015&pages=55-74&issue=1&author=J+Buchanan&title=Ending+prohibition+with+a+hangover&


Home Office. Google Scholar

Byrne P (2011) Insane drug addict who randomly killed fisherman is locked up. The Mirror, 14
December, 11. Google Scholar

Ceste J (2010) From the Mountaintops: What the World Can Learn from Drug Policy Change in
Switzerland. New York: Open Society Foundation. Google Scholar

Cloud W, Granfield R (2001) Natural recovery from substance dependency: Lessons for treatment
providers. Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions 1(1): 83–104. Google Scholar

Cohen N (2013) In Theresa May’s surreal world, feelings trump facts. Guardian, 12 October.
Available at: http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/oct/12/theresa-may-health-tourism-f
acts (accessed 2 February 2016). Google Scholar

Cohen S (1971) Images of Deviance. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. Google Scholar

Daily Mail (2013) Street gang that controls ALL of Orange County drug trade taken down: SWAT
teams swoop on 120 members of the ‘Mexican Mafia’. Daily Mail, 24 September. Available at: http:
//www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2431091/Street-gang-controls-ALL-Orange-County-drug-trade-t
aken-SWAT-teams-swoop-120-members-Mexican-Mafia.html (accessed 2 February 2016). Google
Scholar

Doward J (2014) Nick Clegg: Britain must join debate on new approach to war on drugs. Guardian,
8 February. Available at: http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/feb/08/clegg-britain-must-join-d
rugs-debate (accessed 4 February 2015). Google Scholar

Drug Policy Alliance (2015a) Marijuana arrests in Colorado after the passage of Amendment 64.
New York: Drug Policy Alliance. Google Scholar

Drug Policy Alliance (2015b) Status report: Marijuana legalization in Colorado after one year of
retail sales and two years of decriminalization. New York: Drug Policy Alliance. Google Scholar

GCDP (Global Commission on Drug Policy) (2014) Taking control: Pathways to drug policies that
work, report of the Global Commission on Drug Policy. Available at: http://www.gcdpsummary2014
.com/#foreword-from-the-chair (accessed 24 September 2014). Google Scholar

Hall S (1982) The rediscovery of ideology: Return of the repressed. In: Gurevitch M, Bennett T,
Curran J, . (eds) Culture, Society and the Media. New York: Methuen, 56–90. Google Scholar

Hari J (2015) Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs. London:
Bloomsbury. Google Scholar

Hart C (2013) High Price. New York: Harper Collins. Google Scholar

Hay G, Dos Santos AR, Millar T (2013) Estimates of the prevalence of opiate use and/or crack
cocaine use, 2010/2011: A summary of key findings. London: National Treatment Agency for
Substance Misuse. Google Scholar

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2005&issue=1&author=T+Budd&author=P+Collier&author=B+Mhlanga&title=Levels+of+self-report+offending+and+drug+use+among+offenders:+Findings+from+the+Criminality+Surveys&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&pages=11&author=P+Byrne&title=Insane+drug+addict+who+randomly+killed+fisherman+is+locked+up&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&author=J+Ceste&title=From+the+Mountaintops:+What+the+World+Can+Learn+from+Drug+Policy+Change+in+Switzerland&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2001&pages=83-104&issue=1&author=W+Cloud&author=R+Granfield&title=Natural+recovery+from+substance+dependency:+Lessons+for+treatment+providers&
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/oct/12/theresa-may-health-tourism-facts
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&pages=83-104&issue=1&author=N+Cohen&title=In+Theresa+May%E2%80%99s+surreal+world,+feelings+trump+facts&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1971&issue=1&author=S+Cohen&title=Images+of+Deviance&
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2431091/Street-gang-controls-ALL-Orange-County-drug-trade-taken-SWAT-teams-swoop-120-members-Mexican-Mafia.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=1&author=Daily+Mail&title=Street+gang+that+controls+ALL+of+Orange+County+drug+trade+taken+down:+SWAT+teams+swoop+on+120+members+of+the+%E2%80%98Mexican+Mafia%E2%80%99&
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2014/feb/08/clegg-britain-must-join-drugs-debate
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&issue=1&author=J+Doward&title=Nick+Clegg:+Britain+must+join+debate+on+new+approach+to+war+on+drugs&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015a&issue=1&author=Drug+Policy+Alliance&title=Marijuana+arrests+in+Colorado+after+the+passage+of+Amendment+64&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015b&issue=1&author=Drug+Policy+Alliance&title=Status+report:+Marijuana+legalization+in+Colorado+after+one+year+of+retail+sales+and+two+years+of+decriminalization&
http://www.gcdpsummary2014.com/%23foreword-from-the-chair
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&issue=1&author=GCDP+(Global+Commission+on+Drug+Policy)&title=Taking+control:+Pathways+to+drug+policies+that+work,+report+of+the+Global+Commission+on+Drug+Policy&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1982&pages=56-90&issue=1&author=S+Hallauthor=M+Gurevitch&author=T+Bennett&author=J+Curran&title=Culture,+Society+and+the+Media&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015&issue=1&author=J+Hari&title=Chasing+the+Scream:+The+First+and+Last+Days+of+the+War+on+Drugs&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=1&author=C+Hart&title=High+Price&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=1&author=G+Hay&author=AR+Dos+Santos&author=T+Millar&title=Estimates+of+the+prevalence+of+opiate+use+and/or+crack+cocaine+use,+2010/2011:+A+summary+of+key+findings&


Home Office (1998) Tacking Drugs to Build a Better Britain: The Government’s 10 year Strategy
for Tackling Drug Misuse. London: HMSO. Google Scholar

Home Office (2008) Drugs: Protecting Families and Communities. London: Home Office. Google S
cholar

Home Office (2010) Reducing Demand, Restricting Supply, Building Recovery: Supporting People
to Live a Drug Free Life. London: Home Office. Google Scholar

Home Office (2014a) Drugs: International Comparators. London: Home Office. Google Scholar

Home Office (2014b) New Psychoactive Substances Review: Report of the Expert Panel. London:
Home Office. Google Scholar

Hughes CE, Stevens A (2010) What can we learn from the Portuguese decriminalization of illicit
drugs? British Journal of Criminology 50(6): 999–1022. Google Scholar CrossRef

Hunt G, Moloney M, Evans K (2010) Youth, Drugs and Nightlife. London: Routledge. Google Schol
ar

INCB (International Narcotics Control Board) (2014) Annual report 2013. New York: United
Nations. Google Scholar

Kerr T, Small W, Wood E (2005) The public health and social impacts of drug market law
enforcement: A review of the evidence. International Journal of Drug Policy 16(4): 210–220. Googl
e Scholar

Lenton S, Humeniuk R, Heale P, . (2000) Infringement versus conviction: The social impact of a
minor cannabis offence in South Australia and Western Australia. Drug Alcohol Review 19(3):
257–264. Google Scholar

McCullough C, Wood J, Zorn R (2013) IDPC briefing paper – New Zealand’s psychoactive
substances legislation. London: International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC). Google Scholar

MacGregor S, Thickett A (2011) Partnerships and communities in English drug policy: The
challenge of deprivation. International Journal of Drug Policy 22(6): 478– 490. Google Scholar

McSweeney T, Turnbull P (2007) Exploring user perceptions of occasional and controlled heroin
use: A follow-up study. York: Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Google Scholar

Manzoni P, Brochub S, Fischerc B, . (2006) Determinants of property crime amongst illicit opiate
users outside of treatment across Canada. Deviant Behavior 27(3): 351–376. Google Scholar

Measham F, Brain K (2005) ‘Binge’ drinking, British alcohol policy and the new culture of
intoxication. Crime, Media Culture 1(3): 262–283. Google Scholar Link

Measham F, Aldridge J, Parker H (2001) Dancing on Drugs: Risk, Health and Hedonism in the
British Club Scene. London: Free Association Books. Google Scholar

Moore D (2008) Erasing pleasure from public discourse on illicit drugs: On the creation and

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1998&issue=1&author=Home+Office&title=Tacking+Drugs+to+Build+a+Better+Britain:+The+Government%E2%80%99s+10+year+Strategy+for+Tackling+Drug+Misuse&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&issue=1&author=Home+Office&title=Drugs:+Protecting+Families+and+Communities&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&issue=1&author=Home+Office&title=Reducing+Demand,+Restricting+Supply,+Building+Recovery:+Supporting+People+to+Live+a+Drug+Free+Life&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014a&issue=1&author=Home+Office&title=Drugs:+International+Comparators&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014b&issue=1&author=Home+Office&title=New+Psychoactive+Substances+Review:+Report+of+the+Expert+Panel&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&pages=999-1022&issue=6&author=CE+Hughes&author=A+Stevens&title=What+can+we+learn+from+the+Portuguese+decriminalization+of+illicit+drugs?&
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr39-1748895816633274&dbid=16&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=10.1093%2Fbjc%2Fazq038
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&issue=6&author=G+Hunt&author=M+Moloney&author=K+Evans&title=Youth,+Drugs+and+Nightlife&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&issue=6&author=INCB+(International+Narcotics+Control+Board)&title=Annual+report+2013&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2005&pages=210-220&issue=4&author=T+Kerr&author=W+Small&author=E+Wood&title=The+public+health+and+social+impacts+of+drug+market+law+enforcement:+A+review+of+the+evidence&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2000&pages=257-264&issue=3&author=S+Lenton&author=R+Humeniuk&author=P+Heale&title=Infringement+versus+conviction:+The+social+impact+of+a+minor+cannabis+offence+in+South+Australia+and+Western+Australia&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=3&author=C+McCullough&author=J+Wood&author=R+Zorn&title=IDPC+briefing+paper+%E2%80%93+New+Zealand%E2%80%99s+psychoactive+substances+legislation&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&pages=478-490&issue=6&author=S+MacGregor&author=A+Thickett&title=Partnerships+and+communities+in+English+drug+policy:+The+challenge+of+deprivation&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2007&issue=6&author=T+McSweeney&author=P+Turnbull&title=Exploring+user+perceptions+of+occasional+and+controlled+heroin+use:+A+follow-up+study&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2006&pages=351-376&issue=3&author=P+Manzoni&author=S+Brochub&author=B+Fischerc&title=Determinants+of+property+crime+amongst+illicit+opiate+users+outside+of+treatment+across+Canada&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2005&pages=262-283&issue=3&author=F+Measham&author=K+Brain&title=%E2%80%98Binge%E2%80%99+drinking,+British+alcohol+policy+and+the+new+culture+of+intoxication&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1741659005057641
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2001&issue=3&author=F+Measham&author=J+Aldridge&author=H+Parker&title=Dancing+on+Drugs:+Risk,+Health+and+Hedonism+in+the+British+Club+Scene&


reproduction of an absence. International Journal of Drug Policy 19(5): 353–358. Google Scholar 
CrossRef, Medline

Morris N, Cooper C (2014) ‘Reform Britain’s drug laws now’ MPs tell David Cameron.
Independent, 30 October. Available at: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/reform-britai
ns-drug-laws-now-mps-tell-david-cameron-9829569.html. Google Scholar

Nadelmann E (2014) Why we need to end the War on Drugs. Ted Talk: TedGlobal. Available at: htt
ps://www.ted.com/talks/ethan_nadelmann_why_we_need_to_end_the_war_on_drugs?language=
en (accessed 10 December 2015). Google Scholar

Nutt D (2012) Drugs without Hot Air. Cambridge: UIT. Google Scholar

Nutt D, King LA, Phillips LD (2010) Drug harms in the UK: A multicriteria decision analysis. Lancet
376(9752): 1558–1565. Google Scholar CrossRef, Medline

O’Malley PM, Valverde M (2004) Pleasure, freedom and drugs: The uses of ‘pleasure’ in liberal
governance of drug and alcohol consumption. Sociology 38(1): 25–42. Google Scholar Link

ONS (Office for National Statistics) (2014) Crime in England and Wales, Year Ending September
2013. London: ONS. Google Scholar

Pedersen W, Skardhamar T (2009) Cannabis and crime: Findings from a longitudinal study.
Addiction 105(1): 109–118. Google Scholar

Price J (2014) Marijuana and workplace safety: An examination of urine drug tests. Journal of
Addictive Diseases 33(1): 24–37. Google Scholar

Pryce S (2012) Fixing Drugs: The Politics of Drug Prohibition. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan. G
oogle Scholar CrossRef

Reinarman C, Duskin C (1999) Dominant ideology and drugs in the media. In: Ferrell J, Websdale
N (eds) Making Trouble: Cultural Constructions of Crime, Deviance, and Control. New Jersey:
Aldine de Gruyter, 73–87. Google Scholar

Reynolds P (2015) A sad day when drug reformers capitulate to the evidence-free claim: ‘Drugs
are dangerous’. Available at: https://peterreynolds.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/a-sad-day-when-dru
g-reformers-capitulate-to-the-evidence-free-claim-drugs-are-dangerous/ (accessed 1 July 2015). G
oogle Scholar

RNFP (Reitox National Focal Point) (2013) Portugal: New developments, trends and in-depth
information on selected issues. 2013 National Report (2012 data) to the EMCDD. Lisbon: EMCDD.
Google Scholar

Rolles S, Kushlick D (2014) Prohibition is a key driver of the New Psychoactive Substances (NPS)
phenomenon. Addiction 109(10): 1587–1594. Google Scholar

Rolles S, Measham F (2011) Questioning the method and utility of ranking drug harms in drug
policy. International Drug Policy Journal 22(4): 243–246. Google Scholar

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&pages=353-358&issue=5&author=D+Moore&title=Erasing+pleasure+from+public+discourse+on+illicit+drugs:+On+the+creation+and+reproduction+of+an+absence&
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr50-1748895816633274&dbid=16&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=10.1016%2Fj.drugpo.2007.07.004
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr50-1748895816633274&dbid=8&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=17728122
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/reform-britains-drug-laws-now-mps-tell-david-cameron-9829569.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=353-358&issue=5&author=N+Morris&author=C+Cooper&title=%E2%80%98Reform+Britain%E2%80%99s+drug+laws+now%E2%80%99+MPs+tell+David+Cameron&
https://www.ted.com/talks/ethan_nadelmann_why_we_need_to_end_the_war_on_drugs?language=en
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=353-358&issue=5&author=E+Nadelmann&title=Why+we+need+to+end+the+War+on+Drugs.+Ted+Talk:+TedGlobal&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&issue=5&author=D+Nutt&title=Drugs+without+Hot+Air&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&pages=1558-1565&issue=9752&author=D+Nutt&author=LA+King&author=LD+Phillips&title=Drug+harms+in+the+UK:+A+multicriteria+decision+analysis&
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr54-1748895816633274&dbid=16&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=10.1016%2FS0140-6736%2810%2961462-6
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr54-1748895816633274&dbid=8&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=21036393
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2004&pages=25-42&issue=1&author=PM+O%E2%80%99Malley&author=M+Valverde&title=Pleasure,+freedom+and+drugs:+The+uses+of+%E2%80%98pleasure%E2%80%99+in+liberal+governance+of+drug+and+alcohol+consumption&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0038038504039359
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&issue=1&author=ONS+(Office+for+National+Statistics)&title=Crime+in+England+and+Wales,+Year+Ending+September+2013&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2009&pages=109-118&issue=1&author=W+Pedersen&author=T+Skardhamar&title=Cannabis+and+crime:+Findings+from+a+longitudinal+study&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=24-37&issue=1&author=J+Price&title=Marijuana+and+workplace+safety:+An+examination+of+urine+drug+tests&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&issue=1&author=S+Pryce&title=Fixing+Drugs:+The+Politics+of+Drug+Prohibition&
http://journals.sagepub.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=bibr59-1748895816633274&dbid=16&doi=10.1177%2F1748895816633274&key=10.1057%2F9780230368835
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1999&pages=73-87&issue=1&author=C+Reinarman&author=C+Duskinauthor=J+Ferrell&author=N+Websdale&title=Making+Trouble:+Cultural+Constructions+of+Crime,+Deviance,+and+Control&
https://peterreynolds.wordpress.com/2015/03/11/a-sad-day-when-drug-reformers-capitulate-to-the-evidence-free-claim-drugs-are-dangerous/
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2015&pages=73-87&issue=1&author=P+Reynolds&title=A+sad+day+when+drug+reformers+capitulate+to+the+evidence-free+claim:+%E2%80%98Drugs+are+dangerous%E2%80%99&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=1&author=RNFP+(Reitox+National+Focal+Point)&title=Portugal:+New+developments,+trends+and+in-depth+information+on+selected+issues.+2013+National+Report+(2012+data)+to+the+EMCDD&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=1587-1594&issue=10&author=S+Rolles&author=D+Kushlick&title=Prohibition+is+a+key+driver+of+the+New+Psychoactive+Substances+(NPS)+phenomenon&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&pages=243-246&issue=4&author=S+Rolles&author=F+Measham&title=Questioning+the+method+and+utility+of+ranking+drug+harms+in+drug+policy&


Rolles S, Murkin G, Powell M, . (2012) The Alternative World Drug Report: Counting the Costs of
the War on Drugs. London: Count the Costs. Google Scholar

Romano E, Torres-Saavedra P, Voas RB, . (2014) Drugs and alcohol: Their relative crash risk.
Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs 75(1): 56–64. Google Scholar

Rosmarin A, Eastwood N (2011) A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalisation Policies in Practice
across the Globe. London: Release. Google Scholar

Ryder JA, Brisgone R (2013) Cracked perspectives: Reflections of women and girls in the
aftermath of the crack cocaine era. Feminist Criminology 8(1): 40–62. Google Scholar Abstract

Salkeld L (2009) Royal harpist who played at Charles and Camilla’s wedding ‘was driven to crime
by drug addiction’. Daily Mail, 20 October. Available at: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-122
1491/Prince-Wales-harpist-trial-burglary-fraud-recovering-drug-user.html (accessed 2 February
2016). Google Scholar

Seddon T (2010) A History of Drugs: Drugs and Freedom in the Liberal Age. Abingdon: Routledge.
Google Scholar

Shewan D, Dalgarno P (2005) Evidence for controlled heroin use? Low levels of negative health
and social outcomes among non-treatment heroin users in Glasgow (Scotland). British Journal of
Health Psychology 10(1): 33–48. Google Scholar

Siliquini R, Morra A, Versino E, . (2005) Recreational drug consumers: Who seeks treatment?
European Journal of Public Health 15(6): 580–586. Google Scholar

Stevens A (2007) When two dark figures collide: Evidence and discourse on drug-related crime.
Critical Social Policy 27(1): 77–99. Google Scholar Abstract

Stevens A (2011) Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy.
Abingdon: Routledge. Google Scholar

Stevens A, Measham F (2013) The ‘drug policy ratchet’: Why do sanctions for new psychoactive
drugs typically only go up? Addiction 109(8): 1226–1232. Google Scholar

Strang J, Groshkova T, Metrebian N (2012) New heroin-assisted treatment, EMCDDA Insights 11.
Luxembourg: EMCDDA. Google Scholar

Stretch E (2014) Drug-crazed killer who stabbed wife 58 times is locked up for life. Mirror, 4
February. Available at: http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/drug-crazed-killer-bulent-sessacar-w
ho-3110143 (accessed 2 February 2016). Google Scholar

Szasz TS (2003) Ceremonial Chemistry: The Ritual Persecution of Drugs, Addicts and Pushers.
New York: Syracuse Press. Google Scholar

Taylor S (2008) Outside the outsiders: Media representations of drug use. Probation Journal 55(4):
369–387. Google Scholar Abstract

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&issue=4&author=S+Rolles&author=G+Murkin&author=M+Powell&title=The+Alternative+World+Drug+Report:+Counting+the+Costs+of+the+War+on+Drugs&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=56-64&issue=1&author=E+Romano&author=P+Torres-Saavedra&author=RB+Voas&title=Drugs+and+alcohol:+Their+relative+crash+risk&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&issue=1&author=A+Rosmarin&author=N+Eastwood&title=A+Quiet+Revolution:+Drug+Decriminalisation+Policies+in+Practice+across+the+Globe&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&pages=40-62&issue=1&author=JA+Ryder&author=R+Brisgone&title=Cracked+perspectives:+Reflections+of+women+and+girls+in+the+aftermath+of+the+crack+cocaine+era&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1557085112444899
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1221491/Prince-Wales-harpist-trial-burglary-fraud-recovering-drug-user.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2009&pages=40-62&issue=1&author=L+Salkeld&title=Royal+harpist+who+played+at+Charles+and+Camilla%E2%80%99s+wedding+%E2%80%98was+driven+to+crime+by+drug+addiction%E2%80%99&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2010&issue=1&author=T+Seddon&title=A+History+of+Drugs:+Drugs+and+Freedom+in+the+Liberal+Age&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2005&pages=33-48&issue=1&author=D+Shewan&author=P+Dalgarno&title=Evidence+for+controlled+heroin+use?+Low+levels+of+negative+health+and+social+outcomes+among+non-treatment+heroin+users+in+Glasgow+(Scotland)&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2005&pages=580-586&issue=6&author=R+Siliquini&author=A+Morra&author=E+Versino&title=Recreational+drug+consumers:+Who+seeks+treatment?&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2007&pages=77-99&issue=1&author=A+Stevens&title=When+two+dark+figures+collide:+Evidence+and+discourse+on+drug-related+crime&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0261018307072208
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&issue=1&author=A+Stevens&title=Drugs,+Crime+and+Public+Health:+The+Political+Economy+of+Drug+Policy&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&pages=1226-1232&issue=8&author=A+Stevens&author=F+Measham&title=The+%E2%80%98drug+policy+ratchet%E2%80%99:+Why+do+sanctions+for+new+psychoactive+drugs+typically+only+go+up?&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&issue=8&author=J+Strang&author=T+Groshkova&author=N+Metrebian&title=New+heroin-assisted+treatment,+EMCDDA+Insights+11&
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/drug-crazed-killer-bulent-sessacar-who-3110143
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&issue=8&author=E+Stretch&title=Drug-crazed+killer+who+stabbed+wife+58+times+is+locked+up+for+life&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2003&issue=8&author=TS+Szasz&title=Ceremonial+Chemistry:+The+Ritual+Persecution+of+Drugs,+Addicts+and+Pushers&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&pages=369-387&issue=4&author=S+Taylor&title=Outside+the+outsiders:+Media+representations+of+drug+use&
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0264550508096493


SAGE Video
Streaming video collections

SAGE Knowledge
The ultimate social sciences library

SAGE Research Methods
The ultimate methods library

Taylor S (2011) New strategy, usual suspects: A critique of reducing demand, restricting supply,
building recovery. Criminal Justice Matters 84(1): 24–26. Google Scholar

Transform (2014) The World Health Organization calls for the decriminalisation of drug use.
Available at: http://www.tdpf.org.uk/blog/world-health-organization-calls-decriminalisation-drug-use
(accessed 15 June 2015). Google Scholar

UKDPC (2008) Reducing drug use, reducing reoffending: Are programmes for problem drug-using
offenders in the UK supported by the evidence? London: UKDPC. Google Scholar

UKDPC (2012) A fresh approach to drugs: The final report of the United Kingdom Drug Policy
Commission. London: UKDPC. Google Scholar

UNIS (2012) International cooperation and shared responsibility in international drug control are
key in efforts towards a world free of suffering caused by drugs, says President of International
Narcotics Control Board as 105th session commences. Vienna: International Narcotics Control
Board press release.

UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) (2013) Opening remarks at the 56th Session
of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. Available at: www.unodc.org/unodc/en/speeches/2013/open
ing-remarks-56th-session-of-the-cnd.html (accessed 23 April 2014). Google Scholar

Werb D, Rowell G, Guyatt G, . (2011) Effect of drug law enforcement on drug related violence:
Evidence from a scientific review. International Journal of Drug Policy 22(2): 87–94. Google Schol
ar

World Health Organization (1994) Lexicon of Alcohol and Drug Terms. Geneva: WHO. Google Sch
olar

Zinberg N (1984) Drug, Set and Setting: The Basis for Controlled Intoxicant Use. New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press. Google Scholar

http://sk.sagepub.com/video
http://sk.sagepub.com/
http://methods.sagepub.com/
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&pages=24-26&issue=1&author=S+Taylor&title=New+strategy,+usual+suspects:+A+critique+of+reducing+demand,+restricting+supply,+building+recovery&
http://www.tdpf.org.uk/blog/world-health-organization-calls-decriminalisation-drug-use
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2014&pages=24-26&issue=1&author=Transform&title=The+World+Health+Organization+calls+for+the+decriminalisation+of+drug+use&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2008&issue=1&author=UKDPC&title=Reducing+drug+use,+reducing+reoffending:+Are+programmes+for+problem+drug-using+offenders+in+the+UK+supported+by+the+evidence?&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2012&issue=1&author=UKDPC&title=A+fresh+approach+to+drugs:+The+final+report+of+the+United+Kingdom+Drug+Policy+Commission&
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/speeches/2013/opening-remarks-56th-session-of-the-cnd.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2013&issue=1&author=UNODC+(United+Nations+Office+on+Drugs+and+Crime)&title=Opening+remarks+at+the+56th+Session+of+the+Commission+on+Narcotic+Drugs&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=2011&pages=87-94&issue=2&author=D+Werb&author=G+Rowell&author=G+Guyatt&title=Effect+of+drug+law+enforcement+on+drug+related+violence:+Evidence+from+a+scientific+review&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1994&issue=2&author=World+Health+Organization&title=Lexicon+of+Alcohol+and+Drug+Terms&
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?publication_year=1984&issue=2&author=N+Zinberg&title=Drug,+Set+and+Setting:+The+Basis+for+Controlled+Intoxicant+Use&


SAGE Stats
Data on Demand

CQ Library
American political resources

SAGE
Journals

About

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

Contact Us

Help

 

Browse

Health Sciences

Life Sciences

Materials Science &

Engineering

Social Sciences &

Humanities

Journals A-Z

 

Resources

Authors

Editors

Reviewers

Librarians

Researchers

Societies

 

Opportunities

Advertising

Reprints

Content

Sponsorships

Permissions

Criminology &
Criminal
Justice

ISSN: 1748-8958 

Online ISSN: 1748-8966

Copyright © 2017 by SAGE Publications

Contents Metrics Tools

http://methods.sagepub.com/
http://data.sagepub.com/sagestats/
http://library.cqpress.com/index.php
http://www.sagepub.com/journals.nav
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/privacy-policy
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/policies/terms-of-use
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/contact/home
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/help/home
http://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?category=10.1177%2Fhealth-sciences
http://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?category=10.1177%2Flife-and-biomedical-sciences
http://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?category=10.1177%2Fmaterials-science-and-engineering
http://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?category=10.1177%2Fsocial-sciences-and-humanities
http://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?alphabetRange=A
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/authors
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/editors
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/reviewers
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/librarians
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/researchers
http://journals.sagepub.com/page/resources/societies
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/ratecards
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/rate-reprints.cp
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/content-sponsorship
http://www.sagepub.com/journalsPermissions.nav
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/metrics/10.1177/1748895816633274

